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"But no one's coming in here saying there's
widespread damage to their crops," Corbishley
said.

The lively hearing in front of two dozen was in stark contrast to a series of sparsely attended public
hearings CDFA has been holding across California on the environmental impact report analyzing options
for attacking the moth. CDFA spokesman Mike Jarvis said his agency did not speak at the hearing
because its EIR public comment period is open until Sept. 28.

The state EIR says the environmentally superior eradication method is to place sticky traps baited with
moth pheromones to confuse females into thinking they have mated. The state says it would spray only in
inaccessible areas in the 3,473-square-mile quarantine region.

"That would have worked when there was a small infestation, but it's all over the place," said Derrell
Chambers, an entomologist who worked for 45 years in pheromone research for the U.S. Department of
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Agriculture.

The group Stop The Spray argues that pheromone spraying causes respiratory problems in humans and
kills bees, butterflies, birds and other wildlife, in addition to the target bug.

Members sent a letter last week to state legislators asking them to cut funding for the moth eradication
program. They also asked state officials to appeal to the USDA to reclassify the moth from a major pest
whose presence initiates quarantines to an insect of minor concern.

The reclassification would allow harvests to move forward even when the moth is present, but the one
person who spoke at the EIR hearing in Fresno Monday said any change would affect international trade.
Barry Bedwell, president of the California Grape and Tree Fruit League, said already a peach grower near
Lancaster is having trouble shipping to Mexico because Los Angeles County is in the quarantine area.

"Mexico is very concerned and we have to continue to show them we are working on eradication or they
will stop accepting our fruit," Bedwell said. "It's important that people recognize the consequences of their
decisions. They are well meaning, but there will be consequences."
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